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Readers' Forum: New East
Contra Costa County fire
board has work cut out for
it

local control and questions of governance of the
East Contra Costa Fire Protection District,
particularly from the cities of Brentwood and Oakley.

mary nejedly and federal glover | From the
community

Last year, an agreement evaporated into thin air
because of last-minute concerns. Earlier this year,
everyone returned to the table with all parties
agreeing to local representation and, to top it off, a
new labor contract with the firefighters who support
the new agreement.

By Mary Nejedly Piepho and Federal Glover
Guest commentary
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In 2005, the county and the cities began
discussions on how to restructure the fire district to
achieve greater efficiencies and provide the much
desired increased local voice.
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FIRE CAN destroy. In the case of far East County — it
can be used to build a community.
On Oct. 27, the Contra Costa County Board of
Supervisors' transferred control of far East County's
fire protection services to local decision makers.
The city councils of Brentwood and Oakley accepted
the agreement later that same day.
For decades, the primarily volunteer firefighting
forces of far East County provided the protection
needed to douse the occasional barn or house fire.
However, as these rural communities transformed
into bedroom communities, their fire-protection
needs stretched beyond that of an all-volunteer
force.
In 2002, three small East County fire districts were
consolidated into a new entity known as the East
Contra Costa Fire Protection District (ECCFPD)
eliminating duplicative administrative services and
ensured better coordination and communication
between the stations and expanded the training
requirements of the firefighters.
As far East County grew, so did the calls for more

This week's agreement gives weight to the area's
population distribution with Brentwood receiving
four appointments to the board, Oakley selecting
three, and the Board of Supervisors appointing two
representatives to reflect the needs of the
unincorporated areas.
It is anticipated that the newly appointed East
Contra Costa Fire Protection District board will have
their first meeting early next year.
As stated in the Board of Supervisors' Oct. 27
resolution approving the agreement, we wish to
reiterate to the yet-to-be-appointed fire district
board that strong consideration be given to
establishing an elected fire board in the future. An
elected board will move the district another step
closer to the original intention — to ensure that
local citizens have a voice in the district's
operations.
The new board has its work cut out for it. They will
need to find a way to increase funding for a district
dependent on a 1978 property tax base that reflects
agricultural land values, which is not sufficient to
pay for today's suburban setting and service needs.
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However, those are discussions that the new board
will have and decisions they will make. We wish
them only the best as they assume the
responsibilities and challenges that they will face.
We also acknowledge the leadership of the
firefighters, the cities and the work of county staff
for doggedly pursuing this mutually agreeable
solution.
These long, and often difficult, negotiations
demonstrate that with persistence, determination
and good will, we can put differences aside and
come together for a common good and build on
something that we can all agree upon.

Piepho represents District 3 and Glover
represents District 5. They can be reached at
dist3@bos.ccc ounty.us and dist5@bos.ccc
ounty.us respectively.
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