Former Antioch Assemblyman Tom Torlakson is sworn in as state Superin…dent of Public Instruction at Mt. Diablo High - ContraCostaTimes.com

Sign In | Register | Newsletters

Like

Home

Part of the Bay Area News Group

eEdition / Subscriber Services
Mobile | Mobile Alerts | RSS

2K

News

My Town

Sports

Business
Site

Most Viewed Most E-Mailed
(From the last 12 hours)

1. Walnut Creek's
Bing Crosby's
closes for good
2. One critically hurt
in Antioch crash
3. Antioch gang
member
sentenced to life
in prison for Deer
Valley High...
4. Poole: 49ers' fall
in search of coach
riskier than
Raiders'
5. Antioch looks to
bring back quality
of life forum
6. Oakland woman
trying to figure out
how thieves broke
into SUV

Top Classifieds
RENTALS JOBS

REAL
ESTATE

AUTOS

SJ 1941 Tully Rd Retail ...
LIVERMORE
40 Ac. Redding Pigs, trees,
r...
942 B Kiely Blvd, San...
OAKLAND
KLAMATH Falls O...
LIVERMORE
Danville Open House Sun 1121 1pm-5pm

All Listings

1/6/11 11:47 AM

Entertainment

Living

Web Search by YAHOO!

Columns

Opinion

Help

Jobs
Walnut Creek, CA Now:39°F

Cars

High:54°F

Homes
Low:38°F

Classifieds

Shop

city or zip

Former Antioch Assemblyman Tom Torlakson is
sworn in as state Superintendent of Public Instruction
at Mt. Diablo High
By Theresa Harrington
Contra Costa Times
Posted: 01/03/2011 03:03:04 PM PST
Updated: 01/03/2011 05:39:05 PM PST

CONCORD -- Returning to the campus where he once taught, former
Assemblyman Tom Torlakson on Monday was welcomed as a hero during
his inauguration as the state's top education administrator.

Click photo to enlarge

"Tom Torlakson is a public servant with a teacher's heart," said Mt. Diablo
High School vice principal and teacher Liana Cismowski. "And now that he's
going to hold the highest office in the state as Superintendent of Public
Instruction -- teacher rock star!"
Mt. Diablo school board President Gary Eberhart said the campus was
proud to host the event honoring Torlakson, who is officially a "teacher on
leave" in the district.
Former San Francisco 49er William H.

"We stand together to welcome one of our own," Eberhart said to a crowd
"Bubba" Paris Jr. conducts a blessing
of Torlakson supporters during a ceremony in the campus gym, which
following the...
included the presentation of the colors by the school's Junior ROTC
students, the national anthem sung by the Ladies First Concord High School
choir, performances by the Dublin High School jazz band and inspirational
1 2
remarks by former San Francisco 49er William "Bubba" Paris Jr.

»

Teamwork was the theme, with Torlakson and many speakers referencing
his mentoring of students as a teacher and high school track coach. Torlakson went on to become an Antioch city
councilman, Contra Costa County supervisor, state senator and assemblyman, where he continued to work with
others to improve the community, speakers said.
His discipline as a track runner in high school provided a solid foundation for
his future work, said Robert Lualhati, his former
coach from Westmoor High School in Daly City.
Advertisement
Lualhati called Torlakson one of the best and most
determined athletes he ever coached, who was
willing to work tirelessly without giving up.
"Tom will do whatever he thinks is right and just,"
said Robert Lualhati, who now teaches at a
community college. "He's one of these kinds of
people who doesn't know how to go down without
a fight." Torlakson's former students praised him as
an encouraging teacher and coach who valued
each member of his class or team.
"He would say things like, 'Good job,' 'Way to go,'
and 'You're almost there!' " said Patricia Waldhaus,
a former cross country runner. "He was supportive
of everyone. He understood the importance of
being accessible to everyone, not just the star
athletes. Thank you for everything you have done
so far. Go, Tom!"
After Napa County Superintendent of Schools
Barbara Nemko administered the oath of office,
Torlakson revved up audience members like a sports coach. He encouraged them to chant, "Yes!" after he asked if
they were ready to help him take on the challenge of bringing education in the state back to its once-envied
national status.
To help get things done, Torlakson said he looked forward to working with area legislators at every level of
government.
"We know the ingredients of success," Torlakson said. "But we've lost a significant amount on the investment side."
He stressed the importance of more counselors, smaller class sizes, preschool for all students and expanded
career technical education.
After the ceremony, Torlakson said the event felt like a homecoming. He recalled the joy of inspiring students and
being inspired by them.
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He also promised to soon reveal strategies to spur investment in education.
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Grats, Tommy.
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