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Former Danville Mayor Candace Andersen sworn in to Contra Costa
board of supervisors
By Lisa Vorderbrueggen Contra Costa Times Contra Costa Times
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MARTINEZ -- Elegantly attired in red in honor of the late Supervisor Gayle Uilkema, former Danville Mayor
Candace Andersen was sworn into office Tuesday as the District 2 representative on the Contra Costa County board
of supervisors.
Andersen, 51, was overwhelmingly elected to the District 2 seat in the June primary election, beating out two
competitors.
But her official term wasn't slated to start until Jan. 1, which would have left the seat vacant for more than six
months. In the wake of her decisive win, Andersen, other elected officials and labor leaders petitioned Gov. Jerry
Brown for an early appointment, which he did late Monday.
Andersen took the oath of office before a crowd of supporters, her husband, Phil, and former Danville Town Council
colleagues.
District 2 includes the San Ramon Valley, Alamo, Lafayette, Orinda, Moraga and Rossmoor.
"You will learn that Candace is truly a good person," Danville Vice Mayor Newell Arnerich told the supervisors and
the audience. "She is easy to get along with. She is bright. She has a smile even in the most difficult of times."
Andersen expressed sadness at leaving the Danville council, where she has served since 2003. And she paid homage
to Uilkema, who died in May after a battle with cancer but had endorsed the Danville mayor as her replacement on
the board.
Uilkema offered invaluable advice on numerous fronts before her death, Andersen said, including a recommendation
that she always keep a classic red suit in her closet for auspicious occasions.
"I have high heels to fill," said the attorney and mother of six. "But I am looking forward to representing not just
Danville but the entire county."
Before her election to the Danville council, Andersen was elected to the Morgan Hill council.
She began her legal career as a clerk and deputy prosecuting attorney for the city and county of Honolulu in her
home state of Hawaii, from 1983 to 1987. She earned her law degree at Brigham Young University.
Contact Lisa Vorderbrueggen at 925-945-4773, IBAbuzz.com/politics or Twitter.com/lvorderbrueggen.
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