ADDENDUM to the
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
for the Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project
SCH# 2009062094
Project # 0662-6R4254/4255
CP# 09-55
PREFACE
The Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)
evaluated the proposed project which consists of safety improvements to a 2.5 mile
long stretch of Vasco Road between Brentwood and Livermore, California. The stretch
of road extends from engineering Station 363+00 in the north, south to Station 244+00
in the south, approximately 3 miles north of the Contra Costa County/Alameda County
line. This stretch of rural, twisting road has heavy, fast moving traffic and a history of
serious injury and fatality accidents. The project will construct a concrete median
barrier, install road shoulders that meet current design standards, and connect two
existing southbound truck passing lanes thereby eliminating merges. Associated
drainage, retaining walls, signing, striping, turn pockets, guardrail adjustments, and
barrier end-treatments will be constructed as necessary to accommodate the
installation of the barrier and shoulder widening safety features. Two bridge widenings
over Brushy Creek will be necessary to accommodate the barrier and wider shoulders.
In addition, several features have been incorporated into the project design to
accommodate wildlife movement across/under the road including directional fencing for
the entire length of both sides of the roadway connecting to multiple large and small
animal undercrossings, earthen jump outs (small earthen pads that that allow wildlife
that does become trapped on the roadway to exit the road corridor to adjacent habitat),
and overhead grating to allow light into the culvert to further encourage use. Median
barriers will incorporate scuppers and breaks following Caltrans standard designs to
allow animals caught in the roadway to cross to the other side to the nearest jumpout.
Barriers to cattle crossing will be included at culverts that are four feet in diameter or
larger. In order to accommodate the wider road, the hillsides on the eastern portion of
the road will be cut further and retaining walls installed in some locations to retain
hillsides. Cut slopes will be excavated where right of way allows. The road will then be
repaved and striped to accommodate the larger lanes and shoulders. Work will
progress through all seasons, though not in adverse weather conditions. Road
widening will primarily occur along the eastern side of Vasco Road, where much of the
area is existing cut and fill from the original construction of the road. The project is
being constructed in two phases, the first of which was completed in January of 2012.
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This document serves as an Addendum to the Vasco Road Safety Improvement
Project Mitigated Negative Declaration (CP# 09-55; SCH# 2009062094). The MND for the
project consists of the original MND (dated June 18, 2009 and filed on August 26, 2009),
and this Addendum.
The Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development (DCD) is
the Lead Agency for the project, and on August 25, 2009, the Board of Supervisors (Board)
approved the project and filed a Notice of Determination (NOD) with the County Clerk.

CEQA PROCESS
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) stipulates that an Addendum
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15164) to a previously adopted MND may be prepared if only
minor technical changes are necessary and none of the conditions described in CEQA
Guidelines Section 15162 have occurred:
1. No substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require
major revisions of the previous MND due to the involvement of new
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of
previously identified significant effects;
2. No substantial changes with respect to the circumstances under which
the project is undertaken which require major revisions of MND due to the
involvement of new significant effects or a substantial increase in the severity
of previously identified significant effects; or
3. No new information of substantial importance shows that the project will
have one or more significant effects not previously discussed in the MND.
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(d), the Board shall consider
this Addendum along with the MND prior to making a decision on the project. According
to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(c) an Addendum does not require circulation for public
review but can be included in or attached to the MND. As noted in the Preface, this
Addendum is attached to the MND for the Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project (CP#
09-55, SCH# 2009062094).

PROJECT BACKGROUND
Construction of Phase I of the Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project (from Stations 304
in the north to 244 in the south) was completed in January of 2012. Phase II of the project
(from Stations 363 in the north to 290 in the south) is scheduled to begin construction as
early as summer of 2012 pending successful procurement of funding. The first phase of
the project was logistically simpler to construct as one component of that phase involved
connection of two existing truck climbing lanes into one longer truck climbing lane. This
component of the project provided additional room for the contractor to work with limited
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effect on traffic flow on the roadway. Phase II of the project does not involve connection of
truck climbing lanes, therefore, there will be less room available for construction activities
and impacts to traffic flow will occur (see Explanation of the Addendum below). The Phase
II portion of the project is expected to take two construction seasons to complete.

EXPLANATION OF THE ADDENDUM
This Addendum to the MND for Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project identifies minor
technical changes in the project design/construction.

DESIGN
The logistics associated with constructing the Vasco Road Safety Improvement
Project (both design and construction) are complicated since this is a heavily traveled road,
particularly during the weekday peak commute hours.
As a result of the complexity of the safety improvement project and the conditions
present in the Phase II portion of the project, a minor technical change to the project
analyzed by the Mitigated Negative Declaration filed on August 26, 2009 has been
determined to be necessary during detailed project design. This minor technical change
includes: implementation of a full road closure on a limited number of weekends on Phase
II to allow for installation of multiple culvert crossings under the roadway, installation of a
concrete median barrier, and placement of asphalt paving. Road closures are expected to
occur over four weekends during the first construction season and over two weekends
during the second construction season (as mentioned above, Phase II is expected to take
two years to construct). This modification to the previously analyzed project is discussed
below.
This Addendum is consistent with County policies and does not lead directly or
indirectly to significant physical changes in the project, nor does it alter the adequacy or the
completeness of the environmental impacts and mitigation measures identified in the MND.
Therefore, this Addendum to the MND is appropriate.

ADDITIONS TO THE MND
This section identifies the language which is added and/or changed (bold face type) or
deleted (strikeout) to the text and figures of the MND. The environmental impacts are
discussed in “Environmental Initial Study: Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project, dated
June 18, 2009 (attached) and filed on August 26, 2009. The changes below pertain to the
document referenced above.
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1. Full Road Closure and Detour Discussion in Project Description
Page 2, 5th Paragraph (Project Description): Traffic flow will be maintained in both
directions throughout construction. In order to allow for installation of road cross
culverts, concrete median barrier, and asphalt paving in the narrow road corridor,
full road closure will be required for approximately 6 weekends during the twoyear construction period necessary to implement Phase II. Four weekend
closures are expected during the first construction season and two weekend
closures are expected the following construction season. Weekend closures will
begin at 7:00 pm on Friday and end at 4:30 am on Monday. The weekend
closures will not be allowed during the “u-pick” season which begins May 1 and
ends July 10. Road closure and detour signage will be prominently displayed
well in advance of the closure for the traveling public.

2. Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Page 62, item g): Construction of the proposed project will not require the closure of
Vasco Road in the project area – traffic flow will be maintained in both directions
throughout construction. The project will not impair implementation of, or
physically interfere with, an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan as emergency vehicles and personnel necessary to implement
an emergency response plan will be allowed unrestricted passage through the
project area at all times, even during periods of road closures. Therefore, no
significant hazards and hazardous materials impacts are expected due to the
closures.
3. Transportation and Traffic
Page 77, item a): In order to minimize potential traffic impacts, traffic flows will be
maintained in both directions throughout construction. During the weekday noncommute hours and weekends when work is actively in progress, the contractor will be
allowed to reduce traffic to one lane to be used interchangeably for both directions of
traffic with the use of flaggers and pilot cars. Any temporary one-lane closures will be
infrequent and of short duration. In order to allow for installation of road cross
culverts, median barrier, and asphalt paving in a very narrow construction
corridor, full road closure will be required for approximately 6 weekends during
the construction period. Four weekend closures are expected during the first
construction season and two weekend closures are expected the following
construction season. Weekend closures will begin at 7:00 pm on Friday and end
at 4:30 am on Monday. The weekend closures will not be allowed during the “upick” season which begins May 1 and ends July 10. Weekend traffic volume is
20% of the normal weekday Vasco Average Daily Trips of 22,000 vehicles per day.
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The detour will be as follows:
Northbound Vasco Road traffic (Livermore to Brentwood)
Use eastbound I-580 toward Tracy ~ 9 miles
Merge into eastbound I-205 ~ 3 miles
Exit at Mountain House Parkway continue northbound ~ 3 miles
Turn left onto Byron Highway ~ 11 miles
Turn left onto Marsh Creek Road ~ 4 miles
Arrive at Intersection with Vasco Road/Highway 4 Bypass
Southbound Vasco Road traffic (Brentwood to Livermore)
From southbound Vasco Road/Highway 4 Bypass:
Turn left onto Marsh Creek Road ~ 4 miles
Turn right onto Byron Highway ~ 11 miles
Turn right onto Mountain House Parkway ~ 3 miles
Enter I-205 westbound ~ 3 miles
Merge with I-580 westbound ~ 9 miles
Exit onto Vasco Road
Allowing weekend closures reduces the total number of working days necessary
to complete the project which will reduce the overall duration of impacts to the
traveling public due to the project. A well-coordinated noticing program will
ensure all those potentially impacted by the closures are informed well in
advance of construction (e.g., message boards on freeways and local roads in
both Alameda County and Contra Costa County, press releases to media outlets,
notice to emergency services, well-marked detour routes coordinated with the
various agencies). Because closures will be restricted to a limited number of
weekends (6 weekends over two years), traffic volume on the weekends is
substantially less than midweek volumes, closures will not be allowed during the
“u-pick” season, and a well-coordinated noticing program will be implemented,
no significant impacts due to the weekend closures are anticipated. All
necessary encroachment permits will be obtained from affected agencies (e.g.,
Alameda County, City of Livermore).
The project will continue to be staged such that one lane in each direction will remain
available to traffic during weekday commute hours (5:30 am to 8:30 am and 3:00 pm to
7:00 pm). During the weekday non-commute hours the contractor will continue to be
allowed to reduce traffic to one lane to be used interchangeably for both directions of
traffic with the use of flaggers and pilot cars. Any temporary one-lane closures
occurring during the weekday non-commute hours will be infrequent and of short
duration.

Figures section: Figure 3 identifies the proposed detour plan.
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY ADDENDUM FINDINGS for the
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION for
VASCO ROAD SAFETY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
The following information is added to the previous MND and is presented to comply with
Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines for the MND for the Vasco Road Safety
Improvement Project

1.

Environmental Effect: Modifications to the design section as described in this
Addendum are minor technical changes or additions to the project and will not result
in any additional environmental effects not previously discussed.
Findings: There are no significant environmental impacts associated with the
minor technical changes or additions for the proposed activity for which this
Addendum was prepared.

Statement of Facts:
a. The project to be developed pursuant to this Addendum to the MND for the
Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project is substantially similar to the project
analyzed in the MND.
b. The MND for the Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project consists of the MND,
comments received, responses to the comments raised, and this Addendum. The
MND was completed in compliance with CEQA.
c. There are no substantial changes, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15162
(a)(1), in the project that require major revisions of the MND due to the involvement
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of
previously identified significant effects. The project is substantially similar to the
project analyzed in the MND.
d. There are no substantial changes with respect to the circumstances, pursuant to
CEQA Guidelines Section 15162 (a)(2), under which the Vasco Road Safety
Improvement Project is undertaken which require major revisions of the previous
MND due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects. Those
circumstances remain substantially similar to the circumstances analyzed in the
MND.
e.
There is no new information of substantial importance, pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15162 (a)(3), which shows that the project will have one or more
significant effects not previously discussed in the MND.
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f.
None of the conditions calling for the preparation of a subsequent or
supplemental EIR have occurred (see items 1 c - e above). Therefore, it is
appropriate to adopt this Addendum to the MND to make the minor technical
changes and additions discussed in this document (CEQA Guidelines 15164). This
Addendum shall be considered along with the MND prior to the Board making a
decision on the minor technical changes or additions to the project, and in
considering these changes or additions, the Board is considering the identical or
substantially similar underlying project.
The findings are supported by substantial evidence in the administrative record and are
based on the MND for the Vasco Road Safety Improvement Project, which was subject to
public review.
In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(d), the County Board of Supervisors
shall consider this Addendum along with the MND prior to making a decision on the
project. According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15164(c) an Addendum does not require
circulation for public review but can be included in or attached to the MND. As noted in the
Preface, this Addendum is attached to the MND for the Vasco Road Safety Improvement
Project (CP# 09-55; SCH# 2009062094).
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