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August 6, 2010

Dear Grape Growers, Vineyard Managers, and Wine Makers of Contra Costa County,
Harvest time is quickly approaching, therefore, I wanted to assure that you were aware of the restrictions that may are may not apply to your grape harvest operation.
Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)
LBAM was first detected in West Contra Costa County in March 2007.  The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and the U. S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), are the lead agencies charged with the LBAM eradication.  Unfortunately, due to the many complications that have interfered with the State-wide eradication efforts, LBAM has infested the majority of Contra Costa County.  Areas of Napa, Sonoma and other wine grape receiving sites are infested, in addition to, Monterey and Santa Cruz.
If you ship grapes within the infested area:

There are no quarantine requirements.  You do not need to contact our office
If you ship grapes to an un-infested area, all of the following quarantine rules apply.  
1. You need to have a compliance agreement in place with us, 
2. We are required to survey your vineyard for the pest within 30 days prior to harvest  
3. We must trap the area
4. Your grapes should travel with a certificate issued by us,

5.  The hauler that you use also needs to be under compliance agreement
6. And lastly, the crusher needs to be under compliance agreement for receiving the grapes and handling their waste material.
Several of you send your grapes to the same place each year.  Here are two lists of historical receivers to help determine what you need to do.

Infested (no action required)

Cline in Sonoma
Rosenblum in Alameda 
Blacksmith in Alameda

Pagemill Winery in 
Alameda 
Un-infested (compliance agreements and inspections required prior to harvest):

Any site in the Sacramento or San Joaquin Valley

Any site North of Mendocino County or South of San Luis Obispo County
Any out of State & International shipments 

If you ship to someone other than those listed please contact Jorge Vargas (for East County growers) at 925-427-8610 or Nancy Niemeyer (for Central, South and West County) at 925-646-5250 for guidance. 
European Grapevine Moth (EGVM)
In September 2009, The European grapevine moth, (EGVM), was reported for the first time in North America from Napa County.  It has since been found in Fresno, Lake, Mendocino, Merced, Monterey, Solano and Sonoma counties and recently two moths in San Joaquin (Lodi).

Napa and Sonoma currently have very large populations with eradication efforts taking place.   Solano, Mendocino, Fresno, Merced, Lake, San Joaquin (Lodi), have much lower densities of more limited geographic distribution.

As of this date, we have trapped throughout Contra Costa County for this pest for two complete life cycles and none have been detected to date.

European Grape Vine Moth is an extremely serious pest for grape growers.  This pest has three life cycles per year.  It infests the grape flowers early in the year and fruit berries later in the year.  The larva of the third generation borers into individual berries greatly increasing loss from Botrytis bunch rot.  It is a well established fact that this pest can and does move with grapes, on grape vine plant material and on harvesting and processing equipment in the form of larvae and pupae.
If you receive grapes from infested areas (mostly Napa or Sonoma Counties), or if you participate in harvesting a second crop, gleaning as it is sometimes called, from an infested area please first contact our department to assure that it is not from an infested area.  If it is from an infested area then there are grower, hauler and receiver requirements that must be met.  These provisions must be taken to eliminate the chance of moving EGVM with the grapes or equipment. If you know of someone who is involved in gleaning please inform them to contact us first.  If not done properly, they are placing our entire grape grower industry in jeopardy.  Also, if you move or share equipment with someone from an infested area please take all precautions to thoroughly clean this equipment prior to its movement.  Our Concord office number is 925-646-5250.  Our Knightsen branch office is 925-427-8610.
Thank you all for your help in preventing the spread of these two injurious insects,

Vince Guise
Agricultural Commissioner 

Director of Weights & Measures

Contra Costa County
