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NAT IONAL  PUBL IC  WORKS  WEEK  MAY  20-26 ,  2012  

National Public Works 
Week (NPWW) is observed 
each year during the third 
full week of May. NPWW is 
a celebration of the tens of 
thousands of men and 
women in North America 
who provide and maintain 
the infrastructure and ser-
vices collectively known as 
public works. 
 
Instituted as a public edu-
cation campaign by the 
American Public Works 
Association (APWA) in 
1960, NPWW calls atten-
tion to the importance of 
public works in 
community life. 
Public Works 
agencies across 
the nation seek to 
enhance the pres-
tige of the often–
unsung heroes of 
our society–the 
professionals who 
serve the public every day 
with quiet dedication. That 

quiet dedication includes 
emergency response at all 
hours of the day and night. 
Public Works averages 3 
emergency call outs per 
week, not including calls 
during normal work hours. 
During wet winter months 
they respond to numerous 
calls on a daily basis. 
County Public Works 
maintenance crews are 
well trained to perform a 
necessary duty to protect 
life and property in our 
communities. They re-
spond to everything from 
flooding and to large land-

slides and huge sinkholes 
in our roads. Whether it’s a 

large rock slide or an oak 
tree falling across the road, 
most of the time by Mon-
day morning no one is 
aware that there was an 
issue, which is the way it 
should be.  
 
During NPWW, the Public 
Works Department will 
have public information 
displays set up in our lob-
by  at 255 Glacier Drive, 
and in the lobby of the 
County Administration 
Building at 651 Pine 
Street.  Also, as part of our 
effort to inform the com-

munity of the 
importance of 
p u b l i c 
works,  several 
staff members 
have volun-
teered to 
make presen-
tations at 
some of the 

local elementary schools.  

This year APWA is celebrating 
the Golden Gate Bridge’s 

75th Anniversary 



P A G E  2  C U R R E N T  P R O J E C T S  

ARL INGTON AVENUE  CURB  RAMP 

The Arlington Avenue Curb Ramp is 
part of the Public Works Department’s 
on-going plan to update curb ramps 
each year throughout the County net-
work. 
 
This project is located in the unincor-
porated area of Kensington along Ar-
lington Avenue.  The purpose of this 
project is to install curb ramps compli-

ant with Americans with Disability Act 
(ADA) along Arlington Avenue be-
tween Highland Boulevard and Ober-
lin Avenue.    The project includes re-
construction of the existing curb 
ramps and addition of new curb 
ramps (13 in total) to the current ADA 
standard. 
 
This project is necessary in order to 

make Arlington Avenue more accessi-
ble to everyone, including the mobility 
impaired, and provide improved access 
for the public to Kensington Elemen-
tary School, library, church, and several 
government buildings. 
 
The estimated project cost is $135,000. 
The project is scheduled to be con-
structed during the summer of 2012.  

followed by a layer of aggregate that 
is rolled into the emulsion. The chip 
seal treatment provides a wearing sur-
face for the road and extends the usa-
ble life by sealing water and air out of 
the asphalt.  Slurry seal is a mixture of 
asphalt emulsion, filler and fine aggre-
gate which is used to seal an existing 
road.  A unique feature of this project 
is the terminal blend chip seal, which 
incorporates the use of recycled tires 
in the chip seal emulsion. This project 
will recycle an estimated 8,700 tires.  
 
Both areas will receive a cape seal, 
with North Richmond receiving a chip 
seal by the Public Works Maintenance 

Division and a slurry seal under public 
contract.  The Tara Hills area will re-
ceive a contractor applied chip seal 
using the emulsion that incorporates 
the recycled tires, followed by a con-
tractor applied slurry seal.  Over 
419,000 square yards of roadway will 
be treated with this project, which 
equates to about 26 miles of 12 foot 
wide lanes.  This project is funded by 
local road funds, remaining redevelop-
ment funds and a CalRecycle rubber-
ized asphalt concrete grant. The pro-
ject is scheduled to be completed by 
the end of the summer.  

2 0 1 2  T A R A  H I L L S  T E R M I N A L  B L E N D  C A P E  S E A L  &  N O R T H  R I C H M O N D  S L U R R Y  

The 2012 Tara Hills Terminal Blend 
Cape Seal and North Richmond Slurry 
Seal project is currently out to bid, 
construction is expected to begin in 
late July. The Public Works Mainte-
nance Division will prepare the road 
surface, which consists of base failure 
repair and crack sealing. The next 
phase of the project will apply a cape 
seal, which is a surface treatment con-
sisting of a chip seal followed by a 
slurry seal. The project is expected to 
have moderate impacts to traffic in 
the area during construction.  
 
Chip seal is a surface treatment that 
combines a layer of asphalt emulsion 

Berkeley.  
 
County maintenance crews will per-
form road repairs (such as crack seal-
ing) in preparation for the surface 

treatment application, which will be 
performed by a hired contractor. The 
project cost is $420,000 and will be 
completed during the Summer of 
2012. 

2012  MICRO-SURFAC I NG  PROJECT  (KE NS I NGTON)  

The micro-surfacing project is a part 
of the County’s pavement mainte-
nance program. The 2012 project will 
apply the surface treatment to Ken-
sington streets in the area east of Ar-
lington Boulevard and north of City of 
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D E E R  V A L L E Y  R O A D  S A F E T Y  I M P R O V E M E N T S - S O U T H  O F  C H A D B O U R N E  R O A D  

The Public Works Department is cur-
rently completing its design of im-
provements along Deer Valley Road 
near the Chadbourne Road intersec-
tion.  Deer Valley Road is a north-
south rural major collector road con-
necting Central and Northern Contra 
Costa County. It is a two-lane road 
with little to no shoulder area and sev-
eral tight turns through rolling terrain.  
 
The project will realign the curve 
south of Chadbourne Road and widen 
Deer Valley Road to meet current 
County road standards.  The proposed 
improvements will include realigning a 
¾ mile section of Deer Valley and 
provide wider travel lanes and paved 

shoulders along the project limits.    
The project will also provide the 
shoulder pavement width to accom-
modate a Class II bike lane consistent 
with the Contra Costa Countywide 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 
 

The improvements along Deer Valley 
Road will be part of a continuing ef-

fort by the County to improve the con-
ditions along Deer Valley Road and 
Marsh Creek Road. The County has a 
total of three projects on Marsh creek 
Road and 2 projects on Deer Valley 
that will widen travel lanes and provide 
shoulders for vehicles.    The Deer Val-
ley Road Safety Improvements are ex-
pected to be completed in the Sum-
mer of 2012.  The project is funded by 
Highway Safety Improvement Program 
(HSIP) funds, Proposition 1B Funds and 
County road funds.  

son it presents muddy conditions.  
This project will provide sidewalk for 
students, parents and other pedestri-
ans, as well as add another segment 
to the bike lane along Pacheco Boule-
vard.    
 
This project is funded through grants 
received from the Safe Routes to 
School program and the Transporta-
tion Development Act program.  A 
portion of the funding also comes 
from fees collected on new develop-
ment in the area. 
 

This project has been designed by the 
Public Works Department.  On March 
27, 2012, the Board of Supervisors 
awarded the construction contract to 
Hess Construction.  Construction is 
expected to begin on June 11, 2012, 
the first Monday after the last day of 
school at Las Juntas Elementary.  

PACHECO BOULEVARD S IDEWALK  GAP  CLOSURE  

The Pacheco Boulevard Sidewalk Gap 
Closure project is the next in a series 
of projects aimed at providing a con-
tinuous sidewalk to the west of Las 
Juntas Elementary School.  This pro-
ject will construct approximately 390 
linear feet of curb and 6-foot wide 
sidewalk, a widened paved shoulder 
and a bike lane along the north side 
of Pacheco Boulevard between 
Camino Del Sol and Windhover Way 
in the Vine Hill area of unincorporated 
Contra Costa County.  A majority of 
the area adjacent to roadway is cur-
rently dirt, and during the rainy sea-
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es, sign markers and other obstacles, 
install guard rails as warranted, and 
improve signage along the project 
limits.  The project will also provide 
the pavement width desired to ac-
commodate a Class III bicycle route as 
planned in the Contra Costa County-
wide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. 
 
The improvements along Marsh Creek  
Road will be part of a continuing ef-
fort by the County to improve the 
conditions along Marsh Creek Road 
and Deer Valley Road. The County has 
a total of three projects on Marsh 
Creek Road and 2 projects on Deer 
Valley that will widen travel lanes and 
provide shoulders for vehicles.    The 
Marsh Creek Road Shoulder Widening 

Improvements near Lydia Lane are ex-
pected to be completed in the Sum-
mer of 2012.  The project is funded by 
Federal safety grants, developer fees 
and County road funds. 

MARSH  CREEK  ROAD SHOULDER  WIDE NING  NEAR  LYD IA  LANE  

The Public Works Department is cur-
rently completing its design of im-
provements along a segment of 
Marsh Creek Road from the entrance 
of Round Valley Park up to Lydia Lane.  
Marsh Creek Road is a two-lane, rural 
major collector road that is widely 
used by commuters as an alternative 
to State Route 4.  It winds through a 
series of tight turns in rolling terrain, 
serving as a vital transportation link 
between Central and East Contra Cos-
ta County, both for passenger vehicles 
as well as larger construction and trail-
ered vehicles. 
 
The proposed improvements will wid-
en travel lanes and provide paved 
shoulders.  The project will also elimi-
nate roadside obstacles such as fenc-

M A R K E T  A V E N U E  A N D  C H E S L E Y  A V E N U E  P E D E S T R I A N  R A I L R O A D  C R O S S I N G  

The Public Works Department is cur-
rently completing its design of im-
provements to two existing at grade 
railroad crossings in North Richmond 

on Market Avenue and Chesley Ave-
nue.  Market Avenue and Chesley Ave-
nue are both main entry points to the 
North Richmond area from Interstate 
80 and Interstate 580.  

The improvements at the first crossing 
on Market Avenue consist of provid-
ing concrete sidewalk and detectable 
warning surfaces on all sidewalk ap-
proaches to the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) crossing just east of 7th street 
and install curbs in front of warning 
devices to protect drivers from the 
devices.  Improvements at Chesley 
Avenue will consist of new concrete 
sidewalk on three of the approaches.  
The funding for these improvements 
compliments funding received by 
UPRR to upgrade and relocate warn-
ing devices at the railroad crossings.  
Both UPRR’s project and the County’s 
project is expected to go to construc-
tion in the Summer of 2012, and once 

completed will continue the efforts 
from the Market Avenue Sidewalk Im-
provements Project completed in Sum-
mer 2011.   The project is funded with 
Federal Grade Crossing Improvement 
Program and Transportation Develop-
ment Act program grants and  County 
road funds.  

Market Avenue 

Chesley Avenue 
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concrete pavement with either recy-
cled asphalt or new hot mix asphalt. 
The rehabilitated existing pavement 
will then receive a new hot mix as-
phalt wearing course overlay. This 
project is federally funded through 
the Surface Transportation Program  
and Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality Improvement Program. The 
project is currently estimated between 
$1.5 to $1.8 million dollars. Construc-
tion is expected to begin in late July 
2012.  

K IRKER  PASS  ROAD OVERLAY  

The Public Works Department is plan-
ning to rehabilitate the road pave-
ment along Kirker Pass Road from City 
of Pittsburg limit to the just north of 
the commercial yard selling firewood, 
approximately 1.5 miles in length. The 
work includes the replacement of 
three to four inches of existing asphalt 

tion includes a vertical crest within a 
horizontal “S” curve. The Iron Horse 
Trail crossing is located on Stone Val-
ley Road West just west of the Alamo 
Plaza.  The heavy commercial zone 
that leads to a windy residential col-
lector has visibility reduced by large 
trucks blocking trail views as they exit 
from behind the shopping center.  
 
The proposed improvements include 
the installation of pedestrian-activated 
flashing rectangular beacons in ad-

vance of the crosswalk and at the 
crosswalk.  When activated the system 
emits rapid, alternating bursts of light 
to warn motorist that pedestrians and 
bicyclist are crossing the roadway.  The 
project is scheduled to be completed 
prior to Fall 2012 school season.  The 
project will be funded 100% with 
County road funds.  

ALAMO PEDESTR IAN IMPROVEMENT  PROJECT  

The Public Works Department is cur-
rently in the preliminary engineering 

phase for pedestrian improvements at 
two intersection crossings: Wilson 
Road at Livorna Road, and Stone Val-
ley Road West at the Iron Horse Trail. 
Both intersections have challenging 
sight distance issues.  Alamo Elemen-
tary School is located on Wilson Road 
just north of Livorna Road, and stu-
dents are encouraged to walk or bike 
to school.  Existing terrain at this loca-

Wilson at Livorna 

Stone Valley Road 

vide 24-hour transitional level of care 
for clients leaving hospitals but need-

ing further assistance while re-entering 
the community.  

CR IS IS  RES IDENT IAL  FAC I L I TY  

The new 6,600 square foot two story 
Crisis Residential Facility in Martinez is 
designed for 16 residents. It will pro-
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improvements will connect exist-
ing pedestrian facilities to provide 
an approximately one mile stretch 
of continuous sidewalk, with pe-
destrians guided toward appropri-
ate crosswalks. The project will al-

so provide curb ramps along the 
new sidewalk and at the intersec-
tion of Willow Pass Road and Marin 
Avenue which meet current Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act guide-
lines.  

WILLOW PASS  ROAD SAFETY—PHASE  2  

The Willow Pass Road Safety Im-
provements-Phase II project will 
close a 700 foot gap in the side-
walk along the north side of Wil-
low Pass Road between Bailey 
Road and Clearland Drive. These 

multi-use trail managed by the 
East Bay Regional Park District.   
 
The Contra Costa Redevelopment 
Successor Agency is funding the 
Walden Green Phase II landscape 
project in the IHC between 
Wayhew Way and Coggins Road, 
north of the Pleasant Hill/Contra 
Costa Centre BART station.  

Construction is expected to begin 
in late spring and include a second 
trail to separate walkers and jog-
gers from cyclists, new trees, seat-
ing areas, and meadow plantings. 
The project was awarded to Cleary 
Brothers with a construction cost of 
$536,000.  

WALDEN GREEN PHASE  I I  

The Iron Horse Corridor (IHC), for-
merly known as the Southern Pa-
cific right of way, is 18.5 miles long 
traversing north-south in Central 
Contra Costa County. The northern 
terminus is Mayette Avenue in 
Concord and the southern termi-
nus is the Alameda County line in 
San Ramon.  The IHC varies in 
width from 30 to 100 feet and cur-
rently has a 10-foot wide, paved 

Engineering and Technology Category 
for implementing an online planroom 
for project plans and specifications. 
The online planroom will provide 
greater outreach and access to poten-
tial bidders via the internet. It made 
our department more “green” by re-
ducing significant amounts of paper 
for project plans and specs and re-
duced our mailing costs by utilizing 
emails and links to our website. The 
department also won the Project of 
the Year Award for the Vasco Road 
Safety Improvements Project. This 
project consisted of installing a medi-
an barrier along a 1 mile section of 

the road and widening the south-
bound pavement to provide a truck 
climbing/passing lane, thereby elimi-
nating the gap in the existing truck 
climbing/passing 
lanes along Vasco 
Road.  Retaining 
walls, storm drains, 
wildlife crossings, 
and bridge widen-
ing were con-
structed to accom-
modate these safe-
ty improvements. 

APWA AWARDS  

The Public Works Department and 

staff received 2 awards at the APWA 
Northern California Annual Awards in 
February. Rich Shimano, an engineer 
in the Design/Construction Division 
received the Award of Merit in the 
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station.  This wayfinding project will 
direct motorists, bicyclists, and pedes-
trians to regional locations serving 
public and private facilities.  The de-
sign represents a professional image 
consistent with the requirements of 
the Contra Costa Centre Specific Plan 
and the character of the Contra Costa 
Centre and will establish a uniform 
family of sign types suitable for appli-
cation to future locations.  
 

Wayfinding signage has already been 
installed within the transit village area 
as part of the transit village develop-
ment.  This project will extend the 
signage beyond the transit village de-
velopment to include the entire Contra 
Costa Centre Specific Plan area.  
 
The project is scheduled to be con-
structed during the summer of 2012.  
The estimate project cost is  $282,000. 

CONTRA COSTA  CE NTRE  WAYF INDING  SYSTEM PROJECT  

The Public Works Department provid-
ed project management for the design 
phase and is providing construction 
management for the construction 
phase of the Contra Costa Centre 
Wayfinding System project. 
 
The Contra Costa County Redevelop-
ment Agency built many improve-
ments to the area including a new 
multi-modal transit village at the Con-
tra Costa Centre/Pleasant Hill BART 

WEST  COUNTY  HEALTH  CENTER  

The West County Health Center 
(WCHC) project involves constructing 
a new 2-story, 53,000-square-foot 

health center in San Pablo. The new 
WCHC will serve the region by provid-
ing outpatient and ancillary services in 
a modern and efficient facility. In addi-
tion, a new 315-stall, 3-level parking 
structure will be built adjacent to the 
WCHC. The Construction Manager At-
Risk (CM At-Risk) project delivery 
method is being utilized on the pro-
ject. Utilizing this method involves 
overlapping multiple design and con-
struction phases in order to fast-track 
the project, condensing a typical 4-

year project schedule to 2 years. With 
the CM At-Risk project delivery meth-
od, multiple trade bid packages (e.g., 
earthwork, piles, concrete, framing, 
mechanical, and electrical) are devel-
oped and issued for bidding. Thirty 
trade contracts (for earthwork phase 
1, pile foundations, general require-
ments work, structural steel and metal 
decking, concrete, elevators, miscella-
neous metals/stairs, curtain wall, dry-
wall/plaster, fire protection, plumbing, 
mechanical, electrical, site utilities, 
roofing/waterproofing/architectural 
sheet metal, earthwork phase 2, mill-
work, doors/frames/hardware, acous-
tical ceilings, painting, site concrete/
caulking, flooring, landscaping and 
irrigation, miscellaneous specialties, 
miscellaneous metal phase 2, over-
head coiling doors and grills, ceramic 
tile, window shades, building signage, 
and communication systems) have 
been awarded by the Board of Super-
visors.  The total amount of trade con-

tracts awarded to date is approximate-
ly $24 million.  
 
Construction is approximately 65% 
complete.  Current work in progress 
include t-bar grids and acoustic ceil-
ings, storefront windows, casework, 

electrical, lath and plaster, and water 
lateral lines.  The health center build-
ing and parking structure are project-
ed to be completed in July 2012, just 
two years after design commenced 
and setting new speed records by cut-
ting a typical project schedule in half.  
The project budget is $45 million. 
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An APWA Accredited 
Public Works  Department 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

255 Glacier Drive 

Martinez, CA  94553 

Phone: (925) 313-2000 

Fax: (925) 313-2333 

Visit our website: http://www.cccpublicworks.org 

Do you have comments about this newsletter? 

Contact Carrie Ricci at (925) 313-2235 

Construction on this project is ex-
pected to begin in early July 2012 and 
upon completion it will provide bicy-
clists a new opportunity to make a 
north-south connection between the 
commercial and industrial areas of 
east Antioch. The project also includes 
railroad crossing upgrades at the ac-
tive Burlington Northern Santa Fe/
Amtrak railroad tracks near the north-
ern end of Viera Avenue and drainage 
improvements near the intersection of 
Brown Lane that will alleviate existing 
ponding water issues within the road-
way. 

This project is state and locally funded 
through various sources including the 
Bicycle Transportation Account, Trans-
portation Development Act, and local 
gas tax funds.  

V IERA  AVENUE  B IKE  LANES  

The Public Works Department will be 
constructing new bike lanes along 
Viera Avenue between Wilbur Avenue 
and East 18th Street in the unincorpo-
rated Antioch area. The existing road-
way pavement will be widened mostly 
along the west side of Viera Avenue to 
accommodate two new 4’ wide Class II 
Bike Lanes. This half mile project will 
complete the northern trunkline be-
tween two major corridors and service 
the nearby residents according to the 
East Contra Costa County Bikeway 
Plan. 
 

CONTRA COSTA  CE NTRE  INFRA STRUCTURE  IMPROVEMENTS  PROJECT   

The project is located in the unincor-
porated community of Contra Costa 
Centre/Pleasant Hill BART Station ar-
ea.  The project consists of capital im-
provements to enhance alternative 
modes of access (pedestrian, bicycle, 
car sharing, and transit) to the Contra 
Costa Centre Area.   The project scope 
includes: replacement of cross walk 
pavers with stamped concrete at Oak/

Treat and Oak/Wayne, installation of 
Americans with Disabilities Act com-
pliant curb ramps, modification of ex-
isting traffic signals/pedestrian push 
buttons, installation of in-roadway 
warning lights at Las Juntas/Anthony 
and Jones/Harvey, installation or re-
pair of sidewalks and removal of tree 
grates and improvement of tree wells.  
 

The construction cost of the project is 
estimated at $600,000 and will be 
funded by Redevelopment Agency tax 
exempt capital bonds.   Construction 
of the project is projected to begin in 
mid to late summer and will be com-
plete approximately two months later.  


