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3.10 Center for Biological Diversity 
Responses to Letter from Julie Teel, Staff Attorney, January 22, 2007 
CBD-1 CBD states that the DEIR does not appear to analyze or mitigate the project’s 

emission of greenhouse gases “as required by CEQA.” CBD requests this 
omission be corrected in the revised EIR. 

 RESPONSE: Greenhouse gas emissions have been estimated for the Proposed 
Project, and shown in See Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 
CEQA guidelines have not yet addressed the issue of assessing the impact of 
greenhouse gas emissions from a project. Therefore, without established 
thresholds it is not possible to draw conclusions about the significance of a 
project’s impacts. CEQA section 15145 states that in such circumstances, the 
lead agency “should note its conclusion and terminate discussion of the impact.”   

CBD-2 CBD states that while the County’s website indicates that the DEIR is available 
for online viewing, the link only provides access to the document’s table of 
contents. Commenter requested a CD copy of the DEIR and inclusion on the 
mailing list for public notices related to the project.  

 RESPONSE: The commenter is addressing the public review process, not the 
DEIR’s analysis of possible impacts on the environment and ways in which those 
impacts might be avoided or mitigated. County response to this comment is not 
required. However, the County is responding in order to clarify the record. 

Regarding access to the DEIR on the County website, when one accesses the web 
document, the table of contents appears with blue boxes highlighting the various 
sections that are viewable. It is necessary to click the box for the section that the 
reader desires to view. The document was posted this way so that the reader 
would not have to download the entire file in order to view a specific section. 
The County received three reports that the document could not be accessed 
online and received several reports that it could be accessed. It appears that 
certain settings on individual computers are prohibiting access to the document. 

Regarding the request for a CD copy of the DEIR, the County received a 
subsequent request from the commenter’s San Francisco branch office for a hard 
copy of the document, which was provided. The commenter has been added to 
the notification list for hearings on the Proposed Project. 

CBD-3 CBD notes that the DEIR does not mention climate change, greenhouse gases, or 
global warming. CBD requests this omission be corrected in a revised DEIR. 

 RESPONSE:  An analysis of the Proposed Project’s GHG emissions has been 
developed and is included in Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 
The analysis includes total refinery emissions, total direct emissions from 
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Proposed Project sources as well as indirect electricity emissions. However, as 
discussed in Section 2.2, there is no established methodology to determine 
climate change or global warming that would result from any given project. See 
also Section 2.1 Master Response – Recirculation. 

CBD-4 CBD provides information about greenhouse gases and global warming and 
attaches an Appendix on the global implications of climate change and 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

 RESPONSE: The information submitted by the commenter supplements 
information presented in Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 

CBD-5 CBD states that the DEIR must analyze the impacts posed by greenhouse gas 
emissions that result from the project.  

 RESPONSE: See Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases and 
response CBD-1.  

CBD-6  CBD describes various government actions taken to combat global warming and 
some of the impacts that recent reports have identified. 

 RESPONSE: The information submitted by the commenter supplements 
information presented in Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 

CBD-7 CBD restates the CEQA requirements of an EIR in analyzing “significant 
environmental effects” of a proposed project. 

 RESPONSE:  A significant impact cannot be identified because significance 
criteria do not exist. See Section 2.2.5 of Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 

CBD-8 CBD asserts that the scope of the project will have impacts on greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate change that likely will result in significant cumulative 
environmental impacts for California, which should have been considered and 
analyzed in the DEIR.  

 RESPONSE: The State of California has not provided guidance as to significance 
thresholds for assessing the impact of greenhouse gas emissions on climate 
change and global warming concerns. Further, there is no established 
methodology to determine the secondary impacts that would result from 
greenhouse gas emissions. Without established thresholds, any conclusion about 
these impacts or their mitigation is speculative. 

See Responses CBD-1, CBD-3 and CBD-7. See also Section 2.2, Master 
Response – Greenhouse Gases. 



Center for Biological Diversity 
 

ConocoPhillips Rodeo Refinery Clean Fuels Expansion Project 3.10-3 April 2007 
Final Environmental Impact Report 

CBD-9  CBD discusses sources of greenhouse gasses and the impacts of global warming 
on California and threatened, endangered, rare, and special status species in 
California. 

 RESPONSE: The commenter incorrectly states that transportation is the main 
source of emissions from the Proposed Project. The information submitted by the 
commenter regarding impacts and sources of global warming in California 
supplements information presented in Section 2.2, Master Response – 
Greenhouse Gases. 

CBD-10 CBD asserts that the DEIR is inadequate because it does not analyze global 
warming and the Project’s greenhouse gas emissions. CBD notes that the project 
will allow emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases which will 
contribute directly and cumulatively to the increase in atmospheric greenhouse 
gases, and therefore, will directly and cumulatively contribute to global 
warming.  

 RESPONSE: See responses CBD-3 and CBD-8 and Section 2.2, Master 
Response – Greenhouse Gases. 

CBD-11 CBD asserts that the fact that the emissions associated with the project are small 
in comparison to total emissions is irrelevant and a cumulative impact analysis is 
required. CBD stated that because the EIR omitted any “quantification” of the 
emissions’ cumulative contribution, such cumulative analysis must be revised in 
the DEIR with calculations and mitigation measures.  

 RESPONSE:  See Section 2.1, Master Response – Recirculation, Section 2.2, 
Master Response – Greenhouse Gases and responses CBD-1, CBD-3, CBD-7 and 
CBD-8.  

CBD-12 CBD asserts that the DEIR must be recirculated and restates the CEQA 
requirements for recirculation.  

 
 RESPONSE: The commenter is stating an opinion. There is no basis in CEQA 

for the DEIR to be recirculated. The requirements for recirculation of an EIR are 
discussed in Section 2.1, Master Response - Recirculation.  

 
CBD-13 CBD asserts that under CEQA section 15088.5, the EIR must be redrafted and 

recirculated. CBD states that the DEIR violates CEQA because it has not 
adequately disclosed, analyzed, minimized and mitigated the proposed project’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

  
 RESPONSE: The comment is not correct. See responses CBD-1, CBD-3, CBD-

7, CBD-8 and CBD-13 and Section 2.1, Master Response - Recirculation.  
 
CBD-14 CBD adds an Appendix discussing the global implications of climate change and 

greenhouse gas emissions. The discussion includes rising global average 
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temperatures, the impacts of global warming generally, the impacts of global 
warming on threatened, endangered, rare, and special status species, and the 
economic cost of carbon. 

 
 RESPONSE: The information submitted by CBD supplements information 

presented in Section 2.2, Master Response – Greenhouse Gases. 
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