


» occurrence of “Diablo winds”—very dry,
strong winds that blow out of the east a
few days per year (approx. 0 to 7), often
in early fall, the effects of which are
exacerbated in this area by steep canyon
topography along Highway 24;

» steep slopes that aggravate the spread of a
fire;

* anincreasein dense flammable vegetation
dueto:

a) the removal of grazing from some small
parcels (cattle, and before that, elk),

b) increased fire suppression leading to a
build-up of vegetation fuels,

c) fewer prescribed fires like those his-
torically set by native Americans,

d) the introduction, escape and spread
of highly flammable and invasive ex-
otic plant species such as eucalyptus,
french broom, and Monterey pine
(Monterey pine is not ordinarily inva-
sive, except after a fire),

e) neighborhood preferences for in-

agencies that manage land and/or regulate land use in
the Oakland/Berkeley Hills, released a report entitled,
Fire Hazard Mitigation Program and Fuel Manage-
ment Plan for the East Bay Hills. This document in-
cluded a computerized assessment of fuel hazards which
found that extreme hazard conditions existed in many
areas. The report analyzed fire characteristics associ-
ated with common vegetation types and outlined treat-
ment protocols for reducing fire hazards. The report
recommended adoption of fire prevention ordinances
to mandate safer construction techniques and landscap-
ing in residential settings. In the wildlands bordering
homes, it recommended fuel modification zones designed
to reduce flame lengths to 8 feet or less to provide de-
fensible space for fire fighters. These fuel modification
zones would be wider than traditional fire breaks, but
would be treated less intensively and would support
healthy mosaics of native vegetation rather than tilled,
bare ground. Agencies are now attempting to imple-
ment many of these recommendations.

The VMC Report also presented new analysis and mod-
elling of fire risks. Table 3 contains a summary of some
of the information on predicted fire behavior used in the
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In 1995, the East Bay Hills Vegetation Man-
agement Consortium, a partnership of public

Table 3. Rough Estimates of Fire Behavior Characteristics
for Selected Vegetation Types. Compiled by interpreting
VMC Appendix (1995) and Miller (1999).
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